
 

Press Release January 2021 - Kimono Oi was born out of optimism in quarantine, it’s true. 

The tannoy rang across the apartment building. No one was to leave for at least 2 weeks. 

Lilly and Tom, the London-raised founders of Kimono Oi found themselves like everyone 

else, having their creativity confined to four walls.  

Fortunately for them, these four walls contained a sewing machine, fabric, indigo dye and 

a collection of Kimonos amassed from years of a continued obsession with Japanese 

culture and aesthetics.  

When the doors finally opened, and the markets started up again, the fabric was quickly 

cut, hand-dyed and a concept started to form. What also formed was a discussion and 

self-evaluation of what was important and what they should be doing. Their breakthrough 

was when they started utilising all available resources in around Vietnam, while 

connecting with the right people to realise their ideas. Vietnam provided Lilly and Tom 

with the perfect conditions to build Kimono Oi including the country’s natural resources, 

the traditional craft practices that still continue to this day, the weather, the quality of 

lifestyle, and of course the food! 

So they took the plunge, founding Kimono Oi in March and then incorporating it in 

December of 2020. There are challenges, for example, they will be taking a hit on the 

shipping costs during these times. They have had to be flexible, learn new skills, and 

manage themselves to fulfill the roles of many when there are only two of them. “Keeping 

an open mind and being adaptive to new ideas will be key to meeting our long-term 

goals,” says Tom.  

Lilly believes that the restrictions of today’s climate should be embraced and not 

opposed, so this forces oneself to be innovative and creative, and dormant skills that are 

sitting unused to be reignited with a new purpose. This re-evaluation of values extends to 

buying fashion conscientiously such as from Kimono Oi, by giving the customers’ 

garments deeper meaning and significance, owning a unique and well thought out design 

as opposed to off-the-rail fast-fashion.   



Lilly Wong is a visual artist and designer, art consultant, and educator. She holds a BA 

Hons in Textile Design and a PGCE Education degree in Art & Design Technology. Since 

moving to Vietnam in 2016, Lilly has curated various art-related exhibitions and led 

educational art workshops across many disciplines including photography, Shibori textile 

dyeing, kimono making, painting, drawing, and printing. 

Tom Scrimgeour, a former international chef, and sustainable food company owner 

returns to his art and textile roots, utilizing his multidisciplinary recipe skills to manage 

Indigo dye vats. He arrived in Saigon in 2017, quickly teaming up with Lilly Wong through 

her life drawing classes and now working together fusing their different skills to build 

Kimono Oi.  

Today Kimono Oi lives with its new signature take on the traditional Kimono, applying 

time-tested natural methods of Indigo dyeing and fun print fabrics with the aim to bring a 

beautiful, quality, and timeless garment to everyone. By producing contemporary modern 

designs and utilizing traditional craftsmanship and processes, Kimono Oi are helping to 

preserve the textile heritage in Vietnam. The online marketplace more than ever has 

become the way to reach a wider audience and people are buying their clothes and other 

essentials in this way. Kimono Oi sells online, engaging and building trust amongst their 

existing and new customers. 

Check out their unique crop design which elegantly guides the lapel into a featured tie, 

can be worn in a multitude of different ways, and most interestingly is reversible, giving 

you two unique but complementary colour palettes in one. They also make a Haori jacket 

- the most accommodating Kimono, which is great paired with anything from smart 

trousers to jeans and a t-shirt, more designs will follow. 

Kimono Oi design-and-make their garments in Saigon’s District 2 and sell worldwide, 

entering the growing market for handcrafted unique fashion. 

If you would like to see more please click here. 

Regards and best wishes, 

Lilly and Tom 

hello@kimono-oi.com 

www.kimono-oi.com 
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